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suffering from depression of trade, had little money
to spare; but so generous were the contributions
from the town to the local Red Cross, that nowhere in
Egypt were the sick and wounded off Gallipoli more
kindly entertained than here. It is sad to relate that
the hospitality of the town and the kindly courtesy
of the medical staff frequently were abused by their
recipients. Patients permitted to take gentle exercise
outside the walls of the hospital would seize the
opportunity to indulge in less innocent amusement.
Frolic of that type plays havoc with men lately risen
from a bed of sickness, and the doctors complained
bitterly of the lack of self-control among their patients.
It was difficult to think of a suitable remedy. To
confine the men to the narrow limits of the hospital
would only retard their period of convalescence, and
in any case was a measure impossible to apply locally
with success. There were no troops available to supply
hospital guards, and no military police in the town to
arrest men who broke the rules. More difficult still
was it to find suitable means of punishing the offenders.
The old Army regulation which forbade the issue of
pay to troops in hospital had not yet been rescinded,
and since the men had no money they could not be
fined. Yet some of the indiscretions committed were
pardonable. Frequently they arose from the mistaken
kindness of well-intentioned civilians, who invited
convalescents to drink to the confusion of the King's
enemies. But there were others committed by
patients who seemed temporarily to have lost their
sense of proportion. Such individuals, their vanity
excited by the petting wliich they received in hospital,
believed themselves to be heroes, and objected to
any interference with their liberty from officers who
had not undergone the ordeal of Gallipoli. There
was but one method of dealing with such people;
to evacuate them from the comfortable and homelike
life of the hospitals of Port Said to the more rigorous